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AIms of this

to explore the recently published Ofsted rapid
review of sexual abuse in schools and its

origins;

'va to clarify how peer-on-peer sexual abuse is an
ﬁa/z; element of safequarding;

to explore governance best practice in ensuring
schools respond to the recommendations in
the Ofsted report.
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An emerging picture
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DfE-commissioned Ofsted
—review

GOVERNORS
ror SCHOOLS



Ofsted’s review - the trigger
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Everyone's Invited names almost 3,000
schools following claims of sexual assault,
rape and harassment
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Ofsted review

Published June 10t 2021

DfE asked Ofsted to explore:

* safeguarding and the curriculum;

* Multi-agency safeguarding
arrangements,;

* Victim’s voice and reporting

Ofsted reported on a number of other
factors.

32 schools and 900 puplls involved <
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Ofsted review - key

—findings:

gtic review NAs
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't recommends that schools act as
though sexual harassment and
online sexual abuse are happening,
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Ofsted review - data

90% of girls, and nearly 50% of boys, said being
sent explicit pictures or videos of things they did
not want to see happens a lot or sometimes to
them or their peers.

92% of girls, and 74% of boys, said sexist name-
calling happens a lot or sometimes to them or
thelir peers.

Reported child sexual abuse offences have
iINcreased 267% since 2013

INn the 5 academic years to 2018/19, permanent
exclusions for which the primary reason was
sexual misconduct averaged 91 per year, 1.3@f

all permanent exclusions. GOVERNORS
ror SCHOOLS
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What should governors take
from-this?

* Peer-on-peer sexual abuse is an aspect of
safeguarding;

* Boards should ensure schools treat peer-on-
peer sexual abuse as much of a threat as
radicalisation, county lines and other
prevalent threats to child safety;

* Boards should seek assurance that schools
are adopting a ‘it can happen here/is
happening here’ view.
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Recommendations - schools

should:

e assume sexual harassment and online sexudl
abuse are happening;

* a carefully sequenced RSHE curriculum including
discussion time for aspects children/y people say
they find difficult

* a behavioural approach, including sanctions to
reinforce a culture where sexual harassment and
online sexual abuse are not tolerated:

* training for staff and governors on definitions,
identifying signs and school responses
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Definitions - Peer on peer
sexucal-abuse:

e sexuadl violence, such as rape, assault by
penetration and sexual assault

e sexual harassment, such as sexual comments,
remarks, |okes and online sexual harassment, which
may be stand-alone or part of a broader pattern
of abuse

e upskirting, typically involves taking a picture
under a person’s clothing without them knowing,
with the intention of viewing their genitals/buttocks
for sexual gratification, or to cause humiliation,
distress or alarm

e sexting (also known as ‘youth-produced Sex@

imagery’) GOVERNORS
ror SCHOOLS




Definii;ions - Harmful sexual

behaviour:

Sexual benaviours
expressed by children and
yound people under the
age of 18 years old that
are de\/e\opmente\\y
inappropriate, may e
nharmful rowards self of
others, Of abusive towards

another child, yound
oerson or adult.

Ofsted & DfE definition.
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Harmful sexual behaviour:

Figure 1. Definition: Sexual behaviours across a continuum

Normal Inappropriate Problematic Abusive

-Developmentally -Single instances of - Problematic and -Victimising intent
expected inappropriate concerning behaviour or outcome
-Socially sexual behaviour - Developmentally - Includes misuse of
acceptable -Socially unusualandsocially p |
- Consensual, acceptable E
mutual, reciprocal behaviour within
-Shared decision-  peer group
making - Context for

ay be

la able
to be freely given by
victim

- May include
elements of
expressive violence

Source: Hackett, S, ‘Children, young people and sexual violence’ in ‘Children behaving badly? Exploring peer
violence between children and young people’, 2010.
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Effective governance of school

Ensure by seeking assurance....that

* safeguarding Policy references peer-on-
peer abuse;

* school has procedures (Inc. appropriate
sanctions) to respond;

* g//staff receive appropriate training;

* data is collected:

* external agencies are engaged with
appropriately;

* the curriculum Is appropriate GOVERNORS

* puplls are empowered to disclose
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Effective governance oversight:

* ensure Safeguarding Governor has peer-
on-peer abuse as part of their remit;

* regular reporting from DSL to full board;

* cross referencing Keeping Children Safe
(2021), Ofsted Framework and DfE
guidance;

* Ensuring children and young people are
safe in your school from peer on peer

sexual abuse and violence. .
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Questions?
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References:

* Ofsted Review
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of -
sexudl-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges/review-of-sexual-
abuse-in-schools-and-colleges#fn:]

e DfE Guidance

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment _data/file/719902/Sexual_viol
ence_and_sexual_harassment_between_children_in_scho
ols_and_colleges.pdf

* Keeping Children Safe in Education 2021

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment _datao/file/299348/Keeping_C

hildren_safe_in_education_2021.pdf
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/719902/Sexual_violence_and_sexual_harassment_between_children_in_schools_and_colleges.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999348/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2021.pdf

Thank you better -5!?& governor
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* Please come back again soon

* Please complete the short
evaluation

* Stay safe
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