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Aims of this 
sessionto explore the contribution school governance 

can make to ensure pupils are engaged in the 
post COP26 debate;

to consider how children and young people 
can be empowered to address the causes of 
climate change;

to explore good practice in schools within and 
beyond the national curriculum



4 The backdrop:





What should schools already be 
doing?
• Compliance with the National 

Curriculum;
• Preparing children and young 

people for later late/next stage of 
life/education.



• 2013, specific reference to climate change was removed in 
favour of a more general requirement to teach 
environmental change. 

• primary school children are taught about how environments 
can change as a result of human actions,

• secondary science teaches about the production of carbon 
dioxide by human activity and its effects on the climate.

• In GCSE science, they consider the evidence for human-
caused climate change and how CO2 and methane can be 
reduced, as well as renewable energy sources

• GCSE geography looks at the causes, consequences and 
responses to extreme weather conditions and natural 
weather hazards

• Since 2017, pupils have been able to take an environmental 
science A-level

What the DfE say:



• Where does environmental change sit in 
our curriculum at present?

• How/where do children learn about 
human actions changing environments? 
(Primary)

• How do pupils learn about CO2, climate 
impact etc (secondary KS3)

• Do GCSE Biology and Geography teach 
climate change and where else? (KS4)

• Do we offer Environmental Science at A 
Level?

Good questions for governors to ask:
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COP 26 – response from the DfE
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COP 26 – response from the DfE (2)

Nadhim Zahazi’s measures include:
• a model science curriculum, by 2023, to teach 

children about nature and their impact on the 
world around them;

• increasing biodiversity of school grounds;
• a virtual National Education Nature Park –to track 

progress against other schools, increasing 
knowledge of different species and to develop 
skills in biodiversity mapping.

• Introducing a new Climate Leaders Award
• sustainability and climate change strategy by

April 2022
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The DfE draft strategy:

While returning a sense of 
normality and helping our young 
people catch up remains our key 
immediate priority, as part of this 
recovery I am committed to 
Building Back Greener.

Four strands:
• Education
• Green skills and jobs
• Learning from & connecting 

with nature
• Buildings
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Supporting schools to support pupils:
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WWF Resources for schools
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Supporting schools to support 
pupils (2) 
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Supporting schools to support 
pupils (2):

• Contributes to UN 
2030 framework;

• Joins communities 
across the world

• Focuses on learning
• A range of 

resources
• A commitment to 

empower children 
and young people
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Poll 
#1

What schools are doing: Lot
s!
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What can Governors do?

• Ask questions;
• Suggest a climate change provision audit?
• Ask if schools are accessing free resources.
• Ask what more could we do.
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What can Governors do?

Includes 26 
questions that 
governing boards 
might ask 
themselves about 
their school.
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What can Governors do?
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Questions for Governors to reflect 
upon:
• Do we do enough with our pupils to enable 

them to understand and engage with 
climate change?

• Do we have a plan to do more and if so will 
it add valuable breadth and balance to our 
curriculum?

• What more could we do?
Because doing nothing is not an option!
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“We are the first 
generation to feel the 
effect of climate 
change and the last 
generation who can do 
something about it.”



Any questions
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Further information
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• DfE draft Strategy Document
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system
/uploads/attachment_data/file/1031454/SCC_DRAFT_Strategy.pdf

• WWF
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/resources/climate-
change-resources#resources

• UNESCO
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-
development/cce

• NGA/NAEE - Developing sustainability
https://naee.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/NAEE_GOVERNORS_PUBLICATION.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1031454/SCC_DRAFT_Strategy.pdf
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/resources/climate-change-resources#resources
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development/cce
https://naee.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/NAEE_GOVERNORS_PUBLICATION.pdf
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 Babcock Integration LLP (2015).Better Governor researches, interprets and distils the latest news 
in education policy, legislation and practice keeping you informed 

on how they impact your role as a governor or clerk.
www.bettergovernor.co.uk

What you need to know,
when you need to know it

http://www.bettergovernor.co.uk
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