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Aims of this session:

to consider the key changes in the (Sept. 2021) 
edition of Keeping Children Safe in Education and 
their implications for safeguarding in schools;

to explore those changes that governors and 
trustees need to know about;

to share best practice suggestions on actions 
that boards should be looking for schools to 
take.



4

The definitive guidance:
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Protecting children from harm 



Changes in the new KCSIE:
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The headlines:
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• The role of staff is now extended to 
include ‘promote children’s welfare’ (a 
hint to Mental Health, sexual abuse 
and RSHE);

• Online safety of pupils must be 
included in induction of all staff;

• A new Annexe A condensed version, 
available for school staff not working 
directly with children;

• Annexe B (was A in previous version) 
should be read by all staff who are

  



Part 1 : what all staff must 
know
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• GBs should ensure that those 
staff who work directly with children 
read at least Part one of this guidance;

• Additional content (12 -14 pages);
• School and college staff are 

particularly important, as they are in a 
position to 
identify concerns early, provide help for 
children, promote children’s welfare 
and prevent concerns from escalating;

• Part 1 retains descriptors of the forms 
of 

  



Annex A : new
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Other key messages in part 1:
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• Mental Health – recognising indicators 
of children/families potentially requiring 
‘Early Help’ now includes mental health 
and others;

• Technology - significant component 
in many safeguarding and well being 
issues;

• Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) grown 
from 3 to 5 pages

• Annexe B reminder



Questions for governors to ask:

11

• What is our policy regarding Part 1 v 
Annexe A ?

• How do governors seek assurance 
that all staff understand Part 
1/Annex A?

• Have the key changes in Part 1 been 
communicated/shared with staff 
since 1st Sept?



Part 2 – The management of 
safeguarding
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Part 2 ( Clarification)
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Part 2: Key changes
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• Emphasis that individual schools must 
have their own safeguarding and 
behaviour policies;

• DSL to take lead responsibility 
including for online safety;

• Sig additional content on peer-on-
peer sexual abuse;

• New section on teaching 
safeguarding – inc. online threats and 
‘one-size doesn’t fit all’ = curriculum 
adaptations.

• Use of premises, elective home 
            



Questions for governors to ask:

15

• Are we compliant?
• Is KCSIE on the agenda this term 

and how will governors be assured 
that all changes have been 
implemented? 



Questions for Governors to 
ask:
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• Have staff received training on the 
new version of KCSIE?

• Has induction for new staff been 
updated?

• When was the last time governors 
updated their safeguarding 
knowledge?



Part 3 – Safer Recruitment
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• Part 3 looks v different, but changes 
are mainly cosmetic – legal 
framework unchanged but now 34 
pages (was 23)

• Fours sections:
‒ Recruitment & selection process
‒ Pre-appointment checks
‒ Other checks
‒ Ongoing safeguarding and duty to 

report



Part 3 – key messages:
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• GBs should ensure that those involved 
with recruitment of staff have 
received safer recruitment training

• Reminder and more detail on 
shortlisted candidates self declaration 
on criminal record;

• Para 253 (page 66) has helpful checklist 
for Single Central Record (Statutory) 
requirements.



Part 4 - Allegations:
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• Extended from 6 to 19 pages (new 
content);

• Two sections:
‒ Allegations that may meet the 

harms threshold
‒ Concerns that do not meet the 

harm threshold



Part 5 – peer-on-peer sexual 
abuse:

20

• New layout and new content 
reflecting current levels of concern;

• Expectation that schools should 
respond to all reports and concerns

• Recommended to be read in 
conjunction with DfE detailed 
guidance



Questions for governors to ask:
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• When are we expecting Ofsted?
• Are we compliant on RSHE etc?
• Do we have a narrative on peer-on-

peer sexual abuse and violence?
• Can governors clearly articulate the 

Covid story and the school’s or trust’s 
response?

• When did the board last review the 
status of the school’s curriculum offer?



Any Questions?
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References:
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• Keeping Children Safe in Education 
2021

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/gov
ernment/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/1014057/KCSIE_2021_Septemb
er.pdf

• DfE Peer on Peer Abuse guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publication
s/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-
between-children-in-schools-and-colleges

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1014057/KCSIE_2021_September.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
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Thank you
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