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Aims of this session:

to explore the latest Department for Education 

guidance and its close links to safeguarding and 

exclusions;

to clarify how behaviour strategies in schools  

should aim to promote learning and reduce 

suspensions and exclusions:

to focus on how governors’ monitoring should 

inform their strategic overview of pupil 

behaviour. 
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A timeline….

2017

2019

2022

HMCI: 
Managing 
Behaviour 
research
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In 2023?
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DfE Behaviour Survey (2023)

The NBS was designed to provide 
the Department for Education (DfE) 
with a tool to monitor pupil 
behaviour in mainstream primary 
and secondary schools, allowing 
the department and wider 
stakeholders to track perceptions 
of behaviour over time in a 
consistent manner
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DfE Behaviour Survey (2023)

School Behaviour 
culture and 

policy

School 
environment and 

experience

Frequency and 
Impact of 

misbehaviour

Responding to 
behaviour
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DfE Behaviour Survey (2023)

School 
Behaviour 

culture and 
policy

School 
environment 

and 
experience

• 91% pupils understood school’s expectations re: 
behaviour;

• 98% teachers felt rules applied fairly

• 66% of leaders and teachers felt parents were 
supportive.

• 55% pupils felt their school had been calm and 
orderly every or most days;

• 44% of pupils felt safe at school;

• 72% % of pupils felt motivated to learn.
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DfE Behaviour Survey (2023)

• 47% of pupils felt behaviour was good (v 90% 
leaders);

• 62% teachers felt behaviour disrupted lessons 
(67% pupils said at least once in past week)

Frequency and 
Impact of 

misbehaviour

Responding to 
behaviour

• 94% leaders felt confident in managing 
misbehaviour;

• 41% of leaders felt external support was not 
timely.
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DfE Guidance:

Must be read 

in conjunction 

with the other



DfE expectations on behaviourThey are all linked
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Key points on Behaviour:

• Governors are part of the 

audience:

• Advice not statutory – but…

• Acceptable forms of sanction

• Section on pupils with SEND

• Expectation of monitoring of 

behaviour trends and emphasis 

on prevention

• Governors should have regard 

to this guidance
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Monitoring of behaviour trends and 

emphasis on prevention

Schools are encouraged to have strong and 
effective systems for data capture, including 
all components of the behaviour culture. This 
should be monitored and objectively analysed 
regularly by skilled staff. Schools should have a 
clear monitoring and evaluation cycle with 
engagement from school leaders; doing so 
assists with reporting on behaviour culture 
clearly and accurately. 
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Monitoring of behaviour trends:

Schools are encouraged to collect data on:

• behavioural incidents (inc. removal from 
classroom);

• attendance, suspensions and exclusions;

• use of Pupil Support Units, off-site and managed 
moves;

• incidents of searching, screening and 
confiscation;

• anonymous perception surveys.

Does 
your 

school 
do this?
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Sanctions to exclusion
S

a
n

c
ti

o
n

s

Ranging from a 

verbal reprimand 

and reminder of 

expectations , to 

being  placed  ‘on 

report’

S
u

sp
e
n

si
o

n

P
e
rm

a
n

e
n

t 

E
x
c
lu

si
o

n



17

Behaviour in Schools
4 sections:

• Creating and maintaining high 
standards of behaviour;

• Responding to behaviour;

• Preventing recurrence of 
misbehaviour;

• Guidance on specific 
behaviour issues. 
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Behaviour in Schools

Guidance on specific 
behaviour issues:

• child-on-child sexual 
violence and sexual 
harassment;

• behaviour incidents online;

• mobile phones.

• suspected criminal 
behaviour.
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Questions for governors to ask:

• Has behaviour policy been fully reviewed to 
reflect research and guidance?

• How supportive are parents? 

- Are they aware of expectations?

- Do they know about sanctions?

• Do we monitor behaviour trends as a board?

• Do we reflect and review policy and 
procedures as a consequence?



Any Questions?
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Further information:
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• DfE National Behaviour Survey

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-

behaviour-survey-reports

• DfE Behaviour In Schools

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/651d42d86a

6955001278b2af/Behaviour_in_schools_guidance.pdf

• DfE – Suspensions and Exclusions Guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-

exclusion

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-behaviour-survey-reports
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-behaviour-survey-reports
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/651d42d86a6955001278b2af/Behaviour_in_schools_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/651d42d86a6955001278b2af/Behaviour_in_schools_guidance.pdf
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• Thank you
• Please come back next time
• Enjoy the remainder of your day.


