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Number of learners who use EAL

Consider your answer

There are 9,073,832 pupils in England. How many pupils 
are classified as using English as an Additional Language?

c) Over 1.5 million

b) About a million  

a) Less than half a million

d) Over 2 million



Number of pupils identified as using EAL 

c)  1,715,912 (20.2%)

Source: School Census, January 2023

20.2%

2023

19.5%

2022 Over 1 in 5 pupils



Number of pupils with EAL in detail 

30.4%

8%

14.5%

18.1%

22%

Nursery

Special schools

Secondary

Primary

Alternative

Source: School Census, January 2023



Learners using EAL in your region (2023)

Pupils known or believed to have a first language other than English (%)

Total State funded 

nursery

State funded 

primary

State funded 

secondary

22/23 22/23 22/23 22/23

England 20.2 30.4 22.0 18.1

N East 8.3 6.5 9.2 7.4

N West 16.8 26.4 18.4 14.7

York&Humb 17.0 21.1 18.5 15.2

E. Mids 16.8 22.9 18.4 14.8

W. Mids 22.0 31.6 23.4 20.4

E of Eng 15.8 28.3 17.8 13.4

London 44.0 49.6 48.0 39.5

S East 15.6 28.7 17.1 14.0

S West 9.4 22.8 10.4 8.1



The definition of EAL

The official definition

www.gov.uk/government/statistics/schools-pupils-and-their-characteristics-january-2020

Schools, pupils and their characteristics, September 2020

A pupil is recorded to have English as an additional language if 

they are exposed to a language at home that is known                        

or believed to be other than English. 



Problems with the official definition

Strand and Hessel (2018)

Evans et al. (2020)

The EAL definition…

…groups together a diverse and heterogeneous group of pupils 

all in a single group.

…is based on the concept of ‘language exposure’ 

rather than ‘language proficiency’.



Superdiversity 

Le  ne     in  EAL

Diverse backgrounds
Different challenges and 

needs

Different talents and 

strengths
Different arrival situations



Variation factors in attainment 

Hutchinson (2018) 

Level of English 
proficiency

Prior educational 

and life experiences
First language

Age of arrival 

in the English 

school system



English language development

NEW TO ENGLISH

EARLY ACQUISITION

DEVELOPING COMPETENCE

COMPETENT

A 

B

C

D

FLUENTE

Five proficiency bands



Variation factors in attainment 

Strand and Hessel (2018) 

Pupils’ attainment increases with 
greater English proficiency, 

indicating a strong link 
between proficiency 

in English and educational 
achievement.

Level of English 
proficiency



EYFS: % reaching Good Level of Development (GLD) 

Proficiency and educational attainment



Key Stage 2: SATS: % meeting expected standards 

in reading, writing, and maths

Proficiency and educational attainment



Proficiency and educational attainment

Key Stage 4: GCSE Average Attainment 8 Score



Proficiency levels and appropriate support



Teacher needs

Least prepared to 

teach in multilingual 

classrooms 

compared to all other 

training areas.

EAL is one 

of their top three 

CPD needs.



Teacher needs

No mention of EAL
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Five principles to guide an EAL pedagogy



Classroom guidance and strategies

Primary Secondary



Key Principle 1 and 2



Key Principle 3 and 4



Key Principle 5
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Supporting EAL provision

A.  Leadership and management

B.  Resourcing and funding

C.  Continuing professional development 

D.  Pupil induction, assessment, placement and monitoring of progress

E.  Teaching, learning and the curriculum

F.  School environment, attitudes and ethos



EAL needs assessment

Primary Secondary



List of resources

Have at hand:



A.  Leadership and Management of EAL 



A.  Leadership and Management of EAL - 
Resources



B.  Resourcing and Funding



B.  Resourcing and Funding
Resources



C.  Continued Professional Development



C.  Continued Professional Development
Resources



C.  Continued Professional Development
Resources



D.  Pupil Induction, Assessment, Placement and                    
Monitoring of Progress



D.  Pupil Induction, Assessment, Placement and                    
Monitoring of Progress - Resources



E.  Teaching, Learning and the Curriculum 



E.  Teaching, Learning and the Curriculum 
Resources



F.  School Environments, Attitudes and Ethos



F.  School Environments, Attitudes and Ethos
Resources



In closing…

Reflection

• Consider 1-2 items of action you would like to take.

• Consider 1-2 key items of learning;





In this session…

The context of EAL

Understanding effective 

teaching of EAL learners

Supporting school leaders in 

developing EAL provision

Questions and answers




	Slide 1: Supporting schools in developing EAL provision
	Slide 2: In this session…
	Slide 3: Number of learners who use EAL
	Slide 4: Number of pupils identified as using EAL 
	Slide 5: Number of pupils with EAL in detail 
	Slide 6: Learners using EAL in your region (2023) 
	Slide 7: The definition of EAL
	Slide 8:  Problems with the official definition
	Slide 9: Superdiversity 
	Slide 10: Variation factors in attainment 
	Slide 11: English language development
	Slide 12: Variation factors in attainment 
	Slide 13: Proficiency and educational attainment
	Slide 14: Proficiency and educational attainment
	Slide 15: Proficiency and educational attainment
	Slide 16: Proficiency levels and appropriate support
	Slide 17: Teacher needs
	Slide 18: Teacher needs
	Slide 19: In this session…
	Slide 20: Five principles to guide an EAL pedagogy
	Slide 21: Classroom guidance and strategies
	Slide 22: Key Principle 1 and 2
	Slide 23: Key Principle 3 and 4
	Slide 24: Key Principle 5
	Slide 25: In this session…
	Slide 26: Supporting EAL provision
	Slide 27: EAL needs assessment
	Slide 28: List of resources
	Slide 29: A.  Leadership and Management of EAL 
	Slide 30: A.  Leadership and Management of EAL - Resources
	Slide 31: B.  Resourcing and Funding
	Slide 32: B.  Resourcing and Funding Resources
	Slide 33: C.  Continued Professional Development
	Slide 34: C.  Continued Professional Development Resources
	Slide 35: C.  Continued Professional Development Resources
	Slide 36: D.  Pupil Induction, Assessment, Placement and                    Monitoring of Progress
	Slide 37: D.  Pupil Induction, Assessment, Placement and                    Monitoring of Progress - Resources
	Slide 38: E.  Teaching, Learning and the Curriculum 
	Slide 39: E.  Teaching, Learning and the Curriculum  Resources
	Slide 40: F.  School Environments, Attitudes and Ethos
	Slide 41: F.  School Environments, Attitudes and Ethos Resources
	Slide 42: In closing…
	Slide 43
	Slide 44: In this session…
	Slide 45

